
 29 

APPENDIX G: PERSONAL FINANCE ANALYSIS. 
PURPOSE OF THE FINANCIAL ANALYSIS:  
The goal of analyzing your financial situation is not to puff up your head or destroy your 
confidence, neither is it to encourage you to hoard cash and accumulate assets for 
personal consumption. Instead, the hope for this Personal Financial Evaluation is to glorify 
God by encouraging wise financial stewardship, training you to efficiently care for yourself 
and your future family, while maximizing generosity.  
 

CASH QUICK LOOK: 
(Take a moment to pull up your bank account and fill in the answers to these questions) 
 

à What is the state of your easily accessible finances at this current point in time?  
 

Cash in your wallet:  $_______ 
Amount in your Checking Account:  $_______ 
Amount in your Savings Account:  $_______ 

 

Now, add up the totals from above to get your total amount easily accessible: 
 

 Total Amount Easily Accessible: $_______ 
 

à How much debt do you have?  
 (Take a moment to collect all documents necessary in order to answer these questions) 
 

 Short-term Debts Payable: $_______ 
 

o Short-term: Due within 30 days. (i.e. Credit Cards; Personal debt; etc.) 
 

 Any other Payables:  $_______ 
 

The point of this exercise is to understand the amount of money you have at this exact 
point in time. Though it may seem like a mundane task, knowing the amount of money 
you currently have sets you up you to be able to make wise financial decisions. 
 

Response Questions: 
1. After completing this exercise, are you surprised by the amount of money you have?  
2. Are there any debts that you need to repay right now? What is your plan to do so? 

 

TRACKING INCOME & EXPENSES: 
(Take a moment and collect all documents necessary to answer the questions below) 
 

à Monthly Income: 
 Average Monthly Income:  $_______ 
 

o Average Monthly Income: Take an average of all income from the previous three months. 
 

à Monthly Expenses: 
Take a moment to look over the “Appendix G1: Tracking Expenses Worksheet (Example)”, and familiarize 
yourself with the tracking system. Then, turn to “Appendix G2: Tracking Expenses Worksheet” and begin to 
accomplish the following:  
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• Use your bank statements to fill in known expenditures for the month.   
o Known Expenditures: Expenses, such as bills, rent, or loans that remain the same each month.  

• This month, take time to record each expense on the worksheet, finally submitting 
the total Monthly Expenses amount in the blank... 

 

Total Monthly Expenses:  $_______ 
 

à Net Monthly Income:  $_______ 
 

• Net Monthly Income = Monthly Income – Monthly Expenses 
 

Response Questions: 
1. After completing this exercise, how were you surprised by any of your spending 

habits? What spending habits need to change? How are you planning to change? 

 
2. How much money did you save? Where do you plan on putting those savings, so 

that you can make sure to keep them out of your easy reach?  
 

BUDGET: 
(Take a few minutes to study your “Tracking Expenses Worksheet”, carefully finding the categories with any 
unnecessary expenses (i.e. Restaurants, Groceries, Arcades...) 
 
 

à Analyzing Monthly Expenses 
• After locating these categories, take a few minutes to write down a dollar amount 

that you are planning to allocate for those activities this upcoming month below:  
 

Category 1:  _________________________________ $_______ 
Category 2:  _________________________________ $_______ 
Category 3:  _________________________________ $_______ 
Category 4:  _________________________________ $_______ 
Category 5:  _________________________________ $_______ 
 

• This month, use your “Appendix 2: Tracking Expenses Worksheet” to ensure that 
you are keeping in line with your budgeted amounts, and once again record your 
Monthly Income, Monthly Expenses, and Net Monthly Income below: 

 

 Monthly Income: $_______ 
 Monthly Expenses: $_______ 
 Net Monthly Income: $_______ 
 
Response Questions: 

1. Now that you have used a budget to manage your spending, how did your savings 
change?  

 
2. How does living by a budget allow you to maximize your generosity? 
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TITHING:  
The glory of God in our grace story and in His redeeming work in the world compels us to 
use our resources to serve Him. Specifically, in terms of financial stewardship, faithfulness 
to God means that we regularly tithe a portion of our income. According to the Bible, our 
income (and all other resources) is a gift from God, and we are simply called to joyously 
give a portion of it to further His mission and glory in the world. We want to be the type 
of people that King David mentioned in his prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:14, “But who am I, and 
what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from 
you, and of your own have we given you.” 
 

• Put simply, tithing means 10% of your income. Take a quick look at your bank 
statements in order to fill in the blanks below: 

 

 Monthly Income:  $_______ 
 Monthly Tithe (10% of Monthly Income): $_______ 
 

It is important to note that 10% is not the end all, be all of giving. But if that’s not the 
magic number, what is? John Piper writes, “The Word of God is always more radical than 
percentage. To commend tithing as the ideal simply does not capture the New Testament 
view of discipleship. "He who has two coats, let him share with him who has none. And he 
who has food, let him do likewise" (Luke 3:11). That's 50% not 10%. Zacchaeus stood and 
said, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor" (Luke 19:8). Again 50%. Jesus 
said to the rich young man, "If you would be perfect, go sell what you possess and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come follow me" (Matthew 19:21). 
That's 100%. "So therefore, whoever of you does not renounce all that he has cannot be 
my disciple" (Luke 14:33). Again 100%...”1 (John Piper).  
 

Let’s be a people so consumed with the glory of God that we do not try to skirt through 
this life giving the least amount excusable; rather, let us be the same type of people as 
Paul wrote about in 2 Cor. 8:2-3, “We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God 
that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, 
their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and 
beyond their means, of their own accord,”.   
 

Response Questions: 
1. What is holding you back from being generous with your income?  

 
 

2. Where do you plan on faithfully tithing and generously giving? 

 
 
 
                                                
1 John Piper, “I Seek Not What Is Yours but You,” accessed on January 5, 2016, http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/i-seek-not-what-is-yours-but-you. 


